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kept in the Library of the Colombo Museum, and the third copy
is sent to the British Museum in London. These three buildings
are the only three institutions legally entitled to free copies of
books first produced in Ceylon; but it is the practice of the
Government of Ceylon to buy a certain number of copies of
books published locally of outstanding merit, and these copies
are distributed gratis to certain libraries and other institutions.
It has not been possible to discover the practice as to local
deposit before the passing of the Ordinance of 1885. Unfortun-
ately, the Government files dealing with this matter have been
destroyed. An interesting record is a Minute, dated 5 January
1877, by the Rt. Hon. Sir William Gregory, a former Governor,
referring to the Colombo Museum as follows:
"Owing to the munificent gift of Mr Lorensz, the Library is
peculiarly rich in works connected with the history of Ceylon,
and it should, in this respect, be strengthened as much as possible.
All pamphlets referring to Ceylon should be purchased and
bound, and also all books published in the Colony."
Effect was given to this order, for the collections in the Ceylon
Record Office and in the Library of the Colombo Museum con-
tain many books published before the passing of the 1885
Ordinance.1
The Ordinance referred to is an ordinance "to provide for the
preservation of copies of books printed in Ceylon and for the
registration of such books." It is numbered 1 of 1885, and came
into operation on 1 April, 1885. It is still in force, and its pro-
visions are as follow:
1.  In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires, the
term "book" includes every volume, part or division of a volume, and
pamphlet in any language, and every sheet of music, map, chart, or
plan separately printed or lithographed; but shall not include any
publication which consists merely of a price list, sale catalogue,
annual report, trade circular, or trade advertisement.
2.  Three printed or lithographed copies of the whole of every book
which shall be printed or lithographed in this Colony after this Or-
dinance shall come into force, together with all maps, prints, or other
engravings belonging thereto, finished and coloured in the same
manner as the best copies of the same shall be produced, and also of
any second or subsequent edition which shall be so produced with any
1 These most interesting particulars have been very courteously supplied
by the Librarian of the Colombo Public Library.